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11 February
The mystic: "You are turning your back to the light." "I do so to
look at the rainbow."
1 borrow this image from Goethe, whose second Faust I am reread-
ing. Meanwhile I am saturating myself with Voltaire's Contes* long
and short, in the charming edition of Schiffirin,3 and do not succeed,
any more than I did before, in setting Candide far above all the others.
I even wonder if it is not to the slight naughty bits in it that Candide
owes its remarkable fame. The satire in it often falls a bit short and in
it Voltaire's laugh seems to me more a grin than elsewhere. He writes
Candide to amuse himself; and while amusing himself he amuses. But
one is aware also that he wants to prove something without one's be-
ing very well aware what, nor whom he is attacking. To show that
man is innumerably unhappy on this earth, there is no need for so
much wit Religion teaches us this too; Voltaire knows this very well
and at times it embarrasses him. If he were to return among us today,
how upset he would be to have so little overcome many things that
he either was attacking badly or else was wrong to attack; and to have
played into the hands of so many fools! Goethe, if he came to life to-
day, would find more satisfaction, or Montaigne.
15 February
It is still so cold that this morning I momentarily took for snow-
flakes the almond petals that the wind mingled with the rain. Were we
not told yesterday that it was snowing at Taormina and Catania? This
bad weather keeps me at work, and I have got considerably ahead with
Genevi&ve the last few days.
17 February
Worked very little today (I had worked very well yesterday), but
read a number of pages of Holderlin (Das Thalia-Fragment of Hy-
perion), reread tie first chapters of Zadig and the second act of
Iphigtnie (aloud).4
18  February
The need of making a verb agree with an enumeration of subjects
is no more imperative for Racine than I feel it to be in myself. Wonder-
ful examples:
. . . Mais le fer, le bandeau, la fiamme EST toute pr&te.
2  The Tales, which include Candide, Zadig, Microm6gas, etc,
* Jacques SchiflErin created the series of one-volume classics known as
Editions de la Pl&ade, which for some time now have been published by
Editions Gallimard.
4 Hyperion (1797-9) is a novel concerning the Greek uprising against
the Turks in 1770. Zadig is one of Voltaire's tales, and Iphigtnie one of
Racine's best-known tragedies.